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QUARTERLY NEWS
The latest news and updates from TARA'S CHANCE
"A place where therapy feels like play"

IN THIS ISSUE

COVID-19 UPDATE AND
HOW WE KEEP

COVID-19 and how
we still "program."
by Amy Davis, Executive Director

CONNECTED WHILE
DISTANCING
MARKETING RESEARCH

Last week while speaking to Cindy Howells (Program
Director), we decided that we needed help navigating this new
norm. We haven't been through this and, to be honest, we
realize we aren't alone. We decided to call our mentors up at
Carousel Ranch to discuss how they are handling things,

FUN-RAISING

beyond questions of how do we handle social distancing with
our employees?
How do we keep our facilities clean and safe because we

CLOSURE

still need our essential workers?" Our main point of
discussion (which they were in the process of tackling) was,
"How do we keep our riders engaged?" Our initial thought

A FEW WORDS

was to invite the riders up for a private visit with the horses.
However, we realized that this was not the safest idea
especially because many of our riders are at higher risk with

GETTING SILLY

compromised immune systems. The heartbreaking realization
with our students for me is that many of them won't
understand why they haven't gotten to come to therapy and
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therefore, we have to keep interacting with them somehow.
Cindy and I set off on our new plan. We decided to use
some wooden horseshoes that we have for community craft
events. We sent a wooden horseshoe to each rider and
asked that they decorate how they want and return them
addressed to their favorite horse. Our plan is for each horse
to wear their horseshoe as a necklace. Each rider will then
receive a handwritten letter back from the horse. The letter
will update the rider on what they have been up to along
with a few pictures, including one with their horseshoe. We
hope this will bring a little laughter to our riders' lives
during this time. I have to tell you that I have gotten quite
good (with the help of my own daughter) at adding filters
and stickers to pictures. Normally taking pictures would just
be a quick task to complete by making them fun and silly;

Cindy and I shared some good laughs as well. This is Bailey with her crown and mask on. We hope that
you all can find at least a little bit of joy and laughter while this pandemic is forcing us all to slow down
and get creative with our time.

Marketing Research
Recently Devin Johnson, a student of Crowell School of Business at
Biola University, reached out to us to ask if he could use Tara's
Chance as the subject of a One Year Marketing Plan & Analysis class
project. After observing our program and interviewing employees,
families, and volunteers, he recently presented us with his final paper.
His analysis certainly gave us food for thought on ways to improve our
communications. Publishing a newsletter has been on the to do list for
years, and after reading Devin’s analysis, we have taken the plunge. So
here we are with our first official newsletter distributed to our
supporters, families, and staff as a way to keep connected. Together we
can make a difference!
"He has a right to criticize, who has a heart to help."
- Abraham Lincoln

Bella riding Maggie during the first years.
Bella's first sessions were limited to only a
few minutes before she needed to stop.
Notice her neck is supported by our
Volunteer Nick. Today, Bella rides with
no direct support and rides the full 30
minutes each week. We are super proud of
her.
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FUN-RAISING
Here at Tara's Chance we try to make our events feel more like FUN-raising. Fundraising isn't
always so fun but it has to be done. That is what a non-profit is all about, isn't it? We are
currently dipping into our reserves because we have had to stop our program. We do not fall into
the essential services category and, although some may argue with that, the last thing we want is to
endanger our riders.

We are usually deep into the planning of our Annual Gala at this point and,

since we can't have meetings in person, we are moving our meetings to Zoom which is an internetbased video conference system. Hopefully, by the time our Gala is here, we will all be past this
global health situation and moving on to better times. Our first Gala committee meeting in the
Zoom room will be on Monday, 4/13, and we invite anyone who would love to help us plan this
event. Email us at info@taraschance.org if you are interested. It takes a village to pull this event
off and it is our biggest fundraiser of the year. It supports our entire program and allows us to pass
the savings to the families to keep this program affordable. If you are willing to help, we would be
so grateful. Here are a few ways:
Be on the committee
Obtain donations from businesses you may have a relationship with for our Silent & Live
Auctions
Volunteer for the event
Invite attendees who you feel would enjoy learning about our program and possibly supporting
us by either volunteering or monetary donations
Sell tickets for our Grand Prize Raffle
Buy a table for the event
Be a sponsor for our event
Donate services needed to pull off this huge event
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Closure
Currently, our facilities are closed to the public, our riders and volunteers.
We do have limited volunteers working alongside our employees for the
care of our horses, which is essential. We will continue to follow the
State's recommendations for safety and will follow all stay at home orders.
Please be patient with us as we navigate how to operate remotely. We will
continue to update everyone as this progresses with any changes that we
make. As of right now, we will continue to operate this way through 4/30,
unless the Governor extends the stay at home order. Our program will
resume as soon as it is "safe" to do so. Until then, if you have any
questions, please give us a call.
Thank you!

Murphy says, "Stay back. I
don't want to get sick."

A FEW WORDS
... a section for key people in our organization to communicate...

Cindy Howells - Program Director
The show must go on! Happy greetings from all your therapists (the horses), staff and volunteers
at Tara's Chance! We miss you all and our special time together. We are working hard every day
here to keep our horses in training, happy and healthy. We hope you all can enjoy some quality
time with your families.

We will be keeping in touch as much as possible.

Board Bits from Louise Hernandez - Board President
Bookmark these days in your lives as the most unforgettable. There is no doubt that everyone we
know has been disturbed by the demands of social distancing and self-isolation. Despite these
difficulties, it is business as usual at Tara’s Chance from the devoted and essential office staff and
the committed Board Members. We miss our superheroes and the horses miss them, too. I recently
came across a saying that could have come from our horses, “I don’t lead; you don’t follow; we
walk together.” On behalf of the members of the board, Carol Geisbauer, Miriam Everette, Larry
Houser, Judy Metzger and Leslie Sorrells, we look forward to when you are all back in the
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saddle. Tara's Chance is committed to offering hope through horses for our special needs community. During this
unprecedented shutdown, your tax-deductible donations are critical to offset our ongoing expenses of taking the
very best care of our horses and donkey. Our partnership with you allows us to maximize our efforts and we are
grateful for your help. To keep up to date with any information from Tara’s Chance, we urge you to keep an eye
out on our website and on our Facebook and Instagram pages. Please keep our Tara’s Chance community in your
prayers, as we navigate through these difficult times. We will do the same for all of you and your loved ones. Until
then, stay safe and healthy!

To make a donation:
Check mailed to 219 E. Claire Ave. Fullerton, Ca 92835
Facebook (donate button)
Zelle (info@taraschance.org)
Website www.taraschance.org (donate button)
GETTING SILLY AROUND THE BARN

Don't worry!
We promise...
the horses ARE
having fun!
Our Mission: Tara’s chance is dedicated to promoting the physical, cognitive, and

Tara’s chance is dedicated to promoting the physical, cognitive, and social well-being of at risk youth and / or
social well-being of at risk youth and / or those with special needs through equine
those with special needs through equine assisted activities and therapies.

assisted activities and therapies.



A place where therapy feels like play.

