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RIDING UPDATE
by Cindy Howells
Program Director

We are so excited to welcome some of our riders back to Tara’s Chance with
the beginning of Phase 1, Back in the Saddle . From my conversations with
parents

while

the

program

was

paused,

our

riders

were

experiencing

significant loss in physical and cognitive abilities. Our riders lost so much
muscle strength during the break and we notice this in their seat and core
strength. Since resuming programming on October 17th the returning riders
have improved so much cognitively and are working to regain their strength.
The 30-minute session has been more challenging for our riders than it was
before because they become easily fatigued. But week by week we have
witnessed progress and over time our riders will be right back to where we left
off. Our parents share with us how much their child has already
improved at home since returning to their weekly equine therapy routine.
Resuming program has been a huge learning curve for our staff,
volunteers, riders, and parents. We have learned so much during Phase 1 and
have successfully implemented our new precautions to keep our community
safe. The changes are going well, and we are looking forward to Phase 2, when
we will be able to add more riders in the coming weeks. It has been a blessing
to see the smiles of our riders again and we can’t wait for everyone to return!
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WE DID IT!
Written by Executive Director, Matt Howells
Because this year’s Riding with the Stars was a success, thanks to you!
Together we raised $69,432 for our riders! The Tara’s Chance team worked
incredibly hard this year to put together our first ever hybrid event. The
technology and labor behind the scenes for this year’s event were immense
and we pulled it off thanks to an amazing group of staff and volunteers. No
other nonprofit that we are aware of has been able to pull off a live and
virtual event with a live auction. This was a tremendous leap in Tara’s Chance
ability to share its mission with our community and funds raised to support
our program. On behalf of Tara’s Chance Board of Directors, staff, volunteers,
horses, riders, and their families, we would like to thank all of the 161 donors
in our community who made this year’s Riding with the Stars a success. The
event was seen live by 70 people and so far, 369 on YouTube. This means that
twice as many people viewed Riding with the Stars this year than in years
past. If you haven’t yet watched the entire event you still can by going to
taraschance.givesmart.com
or
taraschance.org>events>gala2020.
Tara’s
Chance will use the funds from this event to open and operate our program
again, update our supplies and facilities, and grow Tara’s Chance to serve
more riders and families in our community. I would like to give a special
thank you to Tim, Cindy, and Amy for growing Tara’s Chance and Riding with
the Stars to the point it is now, none of this would have been possible
without their hard work and love of our mission. We look forward to seeing all
of you at next year’s Riding with the Stars!

BOARD BITS
by Louise Hernandez, Board President
November is my anniversary month for being elected as President of
the Board of Directors, and also a month to give thanks. What a year
it has been! I am indebted to our devoted board whose sole goal is
to work behind the scenes supporting the Mission Statement of
Tara’s Chance. I am truly amazed and grateful for all that the staff
has accomplished, especially when faced with restructuring the
program for Covid-19 and thinking outside the box when planning
our Riding with the Stars annual fundraiser. For those who
attended, in person or virtually, your generosity was awe-inspiring
and most appreciated. On behalf of Miriam Everette, Francine
Flores, Carol Geisbauer, Larry Houser, Judy Metzger and Leslie
Sorrells, we are thrilled to be back in the saddle again, where the
health and welfare of our riders and their therapists (horses)
continues to be our top priority.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
by Meghan Howells
Our hybrid gala this year, Riding with the Stars 2020 , was truly one for the books. As a team we learned so much
and really challenged ourselves to rise up to an occasion that we’ve never had to tackle before. When the
pandemic first arrived, we were saddened by the loss of seeing our riders every week. As each week of
uncertainty slowly drifted by, it was clear that this quarantine wasn’t going away as quickly as we wanted it to.
With much collaboration and deliberation, we all agreed that a hybrid event would be our best bet, and it sure
was!
Through many practice rounds of our new online bid software, multiple meetings and a lot of reaching out to
our communities, our vision had finally been brought to light. We had the ability to have 70 guests here at the
ranch safely with all the social distance protocols in place. We were also able to bring our event to everyone who
was safely at home with our online streaming service. We had new challenges to face this year in regard to asking
for donations and finding baskets for our silent auction. It was very apparent that many businesses were facing
hard times and so were many of our families. One major benefit we accomplished this year was filming amazing
videos featuring a handful of our riders. This video along with the parents’ and riders’ testimonies was a huge
influence in our gala and will continue to help Tara’s Chance share its mission with the community.
A lot of work and long hours went into making this event happen. I would like to personally thank everyone who
donated a basket, helped reach out to potential sponsors, helped set up and decorate, joined us in our many
practice sessions, attended the event in person and virtually, and to our tech group and auctioneer for creating
such a smooth and beautiful evening. For me personally, my greatest worry was a technical error. We had so
many technical streaming programs and new systems this year and if one small system were to fail, the entire
evening could have come to a major halt!
We are truly blessed and grateful for how our event unfolded. We are so glad that our event, in the midst of a
global pandemic, was still able to touch so many people and raise the much-needed funds for Tara’s Chance. We
learned a lot and I look forward to seeing how this hybrid event will shape the events in our future.

BACK IN THE SADDLE

With Carter Blaze
Following six months of limited access to sports, therapies, friends and other activities, Carter was able to get
back into the saddle and ride his horse in the Tara’s Chance Riding with the Stars Gala. And it was a night we will
never forget.
Carter is an extremely happy and excited 9-year-old boy. He loves baseball, music, Mickey Mouse and his horse,
Ryan. Carter had his first brain surgery at 4 months of age immediately followed by open heart surgery at 6
months old and a total of 7 surgeries in his short life. Carter’s first diagnosis was Hydrocephalus, a condition
which involves excess fluid build up in the brain enlarging the head and causing brain damage. Additionally,
Carter has a chromosomal deletion, which led to his heart defect and multiple other physical and cognitive
issues.
Due to his multiple conditions, surgeries, and complications, Carter has experienced significant development
delays. He began walking at age 3 and has had an uphill battle for improved balance, strength and coordination.
He has also struggled with communication and was mostly non-verbal until age 4 or 5.
When Tara’s Chance emerged as a therapy option to address both his core strength and communication skills, we
jumped at the opportunity. We knew Carter would love it, but we didn’t know just how much. From the very first
time Carter got up to ride 18 months ago, he yelled “yee haw” and hasn’t stopped expressing his excitement
since.
The opportunity to ride at the Riding with the Stars Gala gave us a chance to not only spend an evening back
getting back to normal among friends and family, but it also gave Carter a night to be the hero. For a little boy
who likely won’t play in a championship baseball game or participate in a piano recital, tonight was his chance
to shine and have people come see him do what he loves.
And our friends and family showed up. There were friends in the stands there with signs cheering Carter on. And
more family was watching online eager to see him in action. They came out to support both Carter and this
organization that supports and celebrates kids like him.
As much as Tara’s Chance provides therapeutic services for kids with special needs, us as parents are equally
blessed being able to watch our kids not only participate, but thrive. Over the years with Carter, we have
constantly wondered what his long-term capabilities would be. The fact that we see continued development
with the help of equine therapy gives us renewed hope. Our entire family has been so blessed by Tara’s Chance.
It’s been amazing to see our son continue to grow and reach new milestones. We cannot thank the Tara’s Chance
team and supporters enough for providing this life-changing opportunity for Carter.

Thank You
to our sponsors

Continuing Education
Staff and board members enjoyed a day at the ranch learning how to
improve riding, management and marketing Tara's Chance from our
wonderful mentors, Denise Redman and Becky Graham from Carousel
Ranch in Simi Valley. With several more years of experience in
therapeutic riding, they continue to guide us to grow our non profit
organization, to reach our goals and better serve our community.

