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ABOUT TARA'S CHANCE

Tara's Chance Equine Therapy Program provides children
with special needs the opportunity to participate in a

unique educational and therapeutic program designed
specifically to help meet their physical, cognitive,

behavioral, and social needs through equine assisted
activities and therapies. Children with autism, cerebral

palsy, spina bifida, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), developmental delays, genetic syndromes,

traumatic brain injuries, and other special needs have all
benefited from the program.




Tara’s Chance serves 65 individuals with special needs
through two programs and provides 1,718 hours of

individualized equine therapy annually. Tara’s Chance
serves individuals ages 3-37, 90% of participants are

between 6 and 17. Tara's Chance is tasked with a growing
waiting list of 46 individuals with special needs. This
waitlist has grown 100% organically through word-of-

mouth testaments of our program from parents to other
families in the special needs community. Currently the

average wait to join our program is 10 months. 
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EVENT TIME

5:00 - 6:00
5:45 - 6:00
6:00 - 6:02
6:02 - 6:35
6:35 - 6:40
6:40 - 7:05
7:05 - 7:08
7:08 - 7:13
7:13 - 7:30
7:30 - 9:30

7:00 - 7:30
7:30 - 7:35
7:35 - 7:40
7:40 - 7:45
7:45 - 7:50
7:50 - 8:10
8:10 - 8:15
8:15 - 8:30
8:30 - 8:35
8:35 - 8:40
8:40 - 8:55
8:55 - 9:00
9:00 - 9:02
9:02 - 9:05
9:05 - 9:25
9:25- 9:30

TONIGHT'S AGENDA

O N L I N E  S C H E D U L E

I N  P E R S O N  S C H E D U L E



Go to www.taraschance.givesmart.com

Click                                  then                          to create
an account

Click items to view packages and make bids

Visit taraschance.givesmart.com
Mail to 219 E Claire Ave. Fullerton CA 92835

1.
2.

Ways
You Can
Donate:

How to Register to Bid




BIDDING INFORMATION

  Watch   Live 
on TV or computer

https://youtu.be/UNWL8k_0JPM

Silent Auction - Open Now and
closed Sunday 10/2 at 8:00 p.m.





Over the past year Tara's Chance has had some exciting
updates as we continue to grow to serve the needs of our

community. In the last year we doubled our program
participants by expanding our staff and volunteers,

acquiring more horses, improving our facilities, and
developing a new training certification process. 



In February we launched the Equine Assisted Riding (EAR)
program. This new program allows us to continue to serve

riders who have met their goals in the Equine Assisted
Therapy (EAT) program, serve a broader range of individuals

with special needs, and increase our weight limit.​



 Sixty-five children with special needs receive equine
therapy at Tara’s Chance every week. They make

extraordinary progress in their physical strength, cognition,
behavior, social ability, speech, and more. None of this

would be possible without your support. Together we are
creating the opportunity for miracles to happen at Tara’s

Chance. 







A YEAR IN REVIEW

These amazing
accomplishments are only
possible with your
philanthropy and support of
our mission. With your
investment we have been
able to grow and change the
lives of so many children
with special needs, their
families, our volunteers,
staff, and community.



WHY YOUR DONATIONS HELP

The price of hay increased 20% this year alone, due to
drought and supply chain issues

Horses drink 10 gallons of water a day and go through
5 pounds of bedding 

This includes shoeing for all horses, vaccines, and all
veterinary visits each year

To keep our program affordable and accessible to our
families we never turn riders away for financial reasons

To care for our horses, staff, and our facilities while
continuing to grow our program and meet the need in

our community for equine therapy

COST TO FEED 7 HORSES EVERYDAY 

VET AND FARRIER COSTS

ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS TO RIDERS

COST TO RUN TARA'S CHANCE

$41

$175

$10,000

WATER AND BEDDING EACH MONTH

$25,000

$375,000

RidersRevenue



Logan simply lights up the entire stables
when he arrives. He loves to show off his
muscles, his new skills and working on

his speech. He loves to tell his horse what
to do and where to go, “go Bailey go!” He
has shown such a boost in his confidence
and loves to show off his new skills every
ride. It's hard to think that he’s only been
riding for a year because he fits perfectly

into our Tara’s Chance family.

TONIGHT'S STARS

JAMESONJAMESONJAMESON   

BELLABELLABELLA
When Bella first came to Tara's Chance, her

program was focused on building overall
strength. After 10 years with us she

progressed from being unable to ride for
longer than 30 minutes with support to

riding a full session with minimal support.
Bella brings so much joy to everyone here at

Tara's Chance every time she rides. The
dedication she shows to making progress

continues to inspire us every day.  

LOGAN

Jameson has been riding with the program
for five years. His main goals when he

started were working on his balance, focus
and two-way conversations. Through his
work at Tara's Chance, Jameson has been
able to take on more responsibilities like

raking hay and pushing the wheelbarrow.
When he comes to the barn, he loves being
around the horses and giving them big hugs
to show the horses how much he loves them.



TONIGHT'S STARS

DIEGODIEGODIEGO

BIANCA

Bao was one of the first riders at
Tara's Chance. His goal then, was to

have the strength to get into a bounce
house. Now he rides Bailey

independently. He loves to come here,
always smiles, and pushes himself as
he says, "to the next level." He has a
heart of gold, a wonderful sense of

humor and is incredibly smart. 

Bianca graduated from our EAT
program after five years and has since

returned to participate in our EAR
program. When she started at Tara's

Chance, her goal was to improve
strength and muscle tone. She is now
able to ride Riley independently and
continues to work on achieving her
goals. Bianca always brings a warm

smile and positive attitude to her riding.

BAO

Diego has been riding with Tara's
Chance for six years. His main goals

were improving his core and
stretching out his hips. While riding
here at the barn, we discovered that

Diego can stand up while riding!
Here at Tara's Chance, Diego always

makes us laugh with his excited
energy and happy face.



Adelyn • Annie • Ariana • Asa • Austin • Axl • Bao •
Bianca • Bryson • Caleb • Camilla • Carter • Charlotte •

Colton • Dakota • Daniel • Dean • December • Diego • Eli 
 Eliana • Enzo • Gabby • Gabe • Gabriel • Grace • Isabella
• Jacob C • Jacob S • Jameson • Jason • Jean-Luc • Joaquin
•Jojo • Jones • Jude • King • Kyle • Leslie • Logan • Lukas 

 Mia • Miaesperanza • Nicolina • Niko • Oia • Olivia •
Owen • Priscilla • Reagan • Rebecca • Rocco • Rylee •
Salma • Sarah • Selah • Sora • Steel • Stone • Tianyu •

Timothy • Tristan • Valentin • Valerie • Violet • Vincent •
Zachary • Zakiy




ALL OF OUR TARA'S CHANCE STARS



A WORD FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR




In the last year Tara’s Chance added 31 new riders to our programs! In March
2021, Tara’s Chance worked to bring all our riders back from the COVID-19

shutdown. We met that goal 9 months later and began growing to serve the sixty-
two children on our waitlist. In the last year we doubled our program

participants by expanding our staff and volunteers, acquiring more horses,
improving our facilities, and developing a new training certification process. In

February we launched the Equine Assisted Riding (EAR) program. This new
program allows us to continue to serve riders who have met their goals in the
Equine Assisted Therapy (EAT) program, serve a broader range of individuals

with special needs, and increase our weight limit. We currently have 11
participants in the EAR program. In July we added 12 new riders in our EAT

program, totaling fifty-two riders. Our waitlist was reduced from sixty-two riders
to forty-five. It is amazing to see all the new riders, parents, volunteers, and staff

members at Tara's Chance. We could not have grown to serve more children
without you and we continue to need your help to reduce our waiting list and

serve the need in our community for equine therapy. 



OUR HORSES

BAILEYBAILEYBAILEY

MURPHYMURPHYMURPHY

Hafflinger Mare
Sponsored by
Amigos de los Niños




Hafflinger Mare
Sponsored by
The Murphy Family
Foundation

Norwegian Fjord Mare
Sponsored by

The Wilson W. Phelps
Foundation




MAGGIEMAGGIEMAGGIE

KONAKONAKONA
Kentucky Mountain Gelding
Sponsored by the Picerne
Family Foundation




https://amigosdelosninos.wixsite.com/amigosdelosninos
http://themurphyfamilyfoundation.org/


RYANRYANRYAN
Hafflinger Colt Pony
Sponsored by
Tim and Laryn Nolan

RILEYRILEYRILEY
Percheron / Hafflinger
Mare Sponsored by 
The Lara Team

OLIVEROLIVEROLIVER
Miniature Donkey
Sponsored by
Fullerton South Rotary
Club
 Gypsy Vannner Mare

Sponsored by
Fullerton South Rotary
Club
 

SIERRASIERRASIERRA

https://daumcommercial.com/employee/natalie-lara/
https://www.fullertonsouthrotary.com/
https://www.fullertonsouthrotary.com/


Musique Sur La Mer Orchestras was founded in 2000 to empower young
musicians with high-quality music education, leadership skills, life skills, and

to celebrate and support diversity. Music is a powerful learning tool. Music
teaches humanity, self-discipline, responsibility, and teamwork. Musique Sur

La Mer takes this a step further and teaches young musicians, as well as
professional musicians about community responsibility and giving back. We

utilize our music to benefit others, raising awareness, hope, and
lending our music to help local nonprofits raise funds.



We are both process and results-driven. Our process is welcoming, inclusive,
and nurturing. We take the musician from where they are and uplift them to
become more. The RESULTS are powerful. Great music and great people are

created. The majority of our students receive full scholarships to the
university of their choice! Our students become great musicians, doctors,

attorneys, community activists, humanitarians, teachers and retain the
lessons learned. The RESULTS are measurable, palpable, and powerful. The
process continues as a legacy to future generations. We teach the individual

and the results are communal.











GUEST ARTISTS

Butler Pediatric Dentistry 
Leslie J. Butler, DDS, MSD

Pediatric Dental Specialist for 
Infants - Children - Special Needs

Child friendly office with interactive technology to entertain all kids!

www.butlerpediatricdentistry.com



Julian Leon, violinist, age 17:  Julian is the
concertmaster of both the Musique Sur La Mer Youth

Symphony Orchestra and the Musique Sur La Mer
Honors Chamber Orchestra. He is a senior at the

Orange County School of the Arts, majoring in violin
performance. Julian was awarded the 2022 Gold Medal

for the NAACP ACT-SO Solo Competition and the
concertmaster for the 2022 summer orchestra at

Interlochen School of the Arts. Most recently he was the
featured soloist for the NAACP Legacy Hall of Fame
honoring Congresswoman Maxine Waters. Although
Julian has been playing the violin since elementary

school, he has been taking private lessons for 3.5 years
with Marcy A. Sudock.

TONIGHTS SOLOISTS

Zachary Gerhart, cellist, age 9:  Zachary is in the
principal cellist for both the Musique Sur La Mer Youth

Symphony Orchestra and the Musique Sur La Mer
Honors Chamber Orchestra. He attends Los Cerritos

Elementary School in Long Beach. Zachary is the son of
Dave and Cynthia Gerhart. He was the principal cellist

for the 2022 Arrowbear Music Camp Elementary School
Orchestra. He has been studying the cello for 3 years

and is the student of Lief Woodward.





Andrew Gerhart, violinist, age 11:  Andrew is the
principal second violinist for both the Musique Sur La
Mer Youth Symphony Orchestra and the Musique Sur

La Mer Honors Chamber Orchestra. He attends Hughes
Middle School in Long Beach, CA where he plays in the

school's string orchestra. Andrew was the
concertmaster of the 2022 Arrowbear Music Camp
Middle School Orchestra. He is the son of Dave and

Cynthia Gerhart. "Drew" is also a very fine young
pianist. He has been studying the violin for 2.5 yeaars

and is the student of Marcy Sudock.





Tara's Chance would also like to express gratitude to all of our board,
staff, and volunteers who worked to make this event a reality.

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

Matt Howells  -  Executive Director
Cindy Howells  -  Co-Founder &

Program Director
Katherine Cazares -  Office

Manager & Volunteer Coordinator
Meghan Howells  -  Assistant

Program Director
Alyssa Parson  -  Program

Instructor
Carol-Ann Mejia  -  Program

Instructor
Holly Webster-  Program

Instructor
Melissa Farmer  -  Program Horse

Coordinator
Don Somerville  -  Program Horse

Coordinator
Carrie Hanzel -  Office Assistant
Karina Orenella -  Social Media

Intern
Gisselle Raygoza-  Program Intern




Volunteers Staff Members

Tim Howells
Natalie Kalkanian

Mendi Winberg
Gigi Miller

Kim Lonner
Gail DiTolla

Lara Alvardo
Katelyn Ripley

Tia Ketsan
Christine Baumgartner

Becky Lackmann
Jessica Stempinak

Melissa Pringle
Marlene McCray

Ashley White
Kim Praster

Tawny Ewart
Lori Murihead
Simone Sturm
My Day Counts
NCL Fullerton

Jim Stieler
Burt Patrick

Audrey Scroth
Pauline McWatt
Tiffany Montero

Mason Uhm
Reya Syed

Aparna Petluri



Todd Goldsmith
Fullerton Service 

League of Boys 
Chase Winberg 

Theo Posch
Kristian Cazares

Jeni Brennan
Jude Brennan
Tiana Boller
Jackie Davis 
Judy Metzger
Steve Griggs 

Doug Reynolds 
Louise Hernandez

Dottie Jensen 
Shelly Mednick 

Jordan Davis 
Amy Davis 

Nancy Capel 
Leslie Sorrells 

Yorba Linda WC
Luke Headley 

Carolyn Melonie
Miriam Everette

Zach Pulver 
TJ Howells

Arnold Leos
John Cave






Louise Hernandez - President - Retired Owner of Executive Medical Services, Past
President/current member of the Yorba Linda Woman’s Club, current Board Member of Yorba
Linda 11th MEU Adoption Committee, past Board Member of the Yorba Linda/Placentia
Family YMCA

Miriam Everette - Vice President - Community educator teaching ESL (English as a Second
Language), Parent Education, ABE (Adult Basic Education) and Physical Fitness. Taught MOVE
to READ across the country, which develops the connection between physical movement and
academic education.

Leslie Sorrells - Treasurer - Retired County of Orange Auditor-Controller with the medical
billing operations.

Judy Metzger - Secretary - Retired La Habra school teacher after 38 years and a horse owner
for over fifty. Member of the Fullerton Recreational Riders Association. 

Carol Geisbauer - Board Member - Retired Grant Writer, Executive Director & Director of the
Orange County Nonprofit Resource Center. 2013 Orange County Fundraiser of the Year for
AFP. 

Larry Houser - Board Member - Owner of Bourbon Street Restaurant and The Bowery Craft
Beer & Pizza. Founder of Fullerton Cares Autism Foundation. 

Nancy Capel - Board Member - Founder/Owner of N. Capel & Associates graphics and design
for over 30 years. 

Susan Smith - Board Member - Retired Vice President and Chief Development Officer for St.
Jude Medical Center & current International Director of Philanthropy at Sweet Adelines. 2001
Orange County Fundraiser of the Year for AFP. 

Dottie Jensen - Board Member - Retired CFO of Washington Mutual and Real Estate Manager
at Chase Bank.

Paul Miller - Board Member - Served as the Founding Director of Disability Services at
California State University, Fullerton for 40 years, Founding Director of Ability Counts inc.,
and appointed member of the California Governor's Committee on Employment of People
with Disabilities.

Dr. Dallas Stout - Board Member - Faculty member and educator at California State University
Fullerton, Brigham Young University and the University of Arizona. Over 30 years of service to
the Southern California non-profit community. Co-Owner of DoctorS Nonprofit Consulting. 

Francine Flores - Auxiliary Board - US Bank - Vice President and District Manager

Rudy Lara - Auxiliary Board  - Executive Vice President Daum Commercial Real Estate

Board



My Day Counts, is a community-based nonprofit dedicated to training
adults with intellectual and other developmental disabilities for success in

life and work. Tara's Chance is a proud community partner of My Day
Counts, together we are breaking down barriers often associated with

individuals with disabilities. As a community employment partner, Tara's
Chance helps My Day Counts clients obtain job experience and build skills

that will help them find full time employment. 



We are so thankful to CEO Michael Galliano, Kinsley Brittain, Susan
Stagno, Fernando, Lemuel and the entire staff at My Day Counts.  



THANK YOU!

Presenting Sponsor

Diamond Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor



Brad & Valerie 
Blaze

Silver Sponsors

In-Kind Sponsors

THANK YOU!

Carol Geisbauer
Grant Writing 

Program Sponsors










