
Tara ’s Chance has a miss ion of hope, for our r iders, their

famil ies, our volunteers and staff . While the pandemic changed

our l ives and our program at Tara ’s Chance, we found a new way

to br ing our miss ion of hope to our community. Many of our r iders

are high r isk immunocompromised chi ldren so we can ’ t have them

come to the horses. So . . . we take the horses to the r iders!  We

have been trailer ing our therap ists (horses) to the chi ldren to

cont inue our miss ion . We have made eight adventures to our

r iders' homes and brought hope and joy to over f ifty famil ies.

From Claremont to Whitter, we serve them in the safest way

poss ible .  Not seeing our r iders for over 4 weeks, it was a

necess ity that I creat ively found a way to interact w ith them and

allow them to have the fun of equ ine therapy and the joy of their

horses, safely from their home . Horses have a way of melt ing

away anx iety and br inging a sense of calm to al l of us dur ing this

stressfu l  t ime . Trailer ing the horses to our r iders has become the

highl ight of my weeks s ince I miss them al l so dear ly. On behalf of

the ent ire Tara ’s Chance community, let's remain hopefu l  and

serve out our miss ion to the best of our abi l ity dur ing this

unprecedented t ime . 

Continuing Our Mission on the Road
     by Cindy Howells, Program Director
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     I am ver y excited to join Tara ’ s Chance as the new execu tive director ! My parent s

p u rchased the hor se s tables when I was six year s old and I grew u p doing the dir t y work;

feeding, weeding, shoveling, and much more . I was never a t r ue hor se lover until ou r fir s t ever

rider , Bella, began the p rogram . Her joy and excitement riding were ins piring, and it was a

bles sing to be able to help her grow each and ever y time she rode . As Tara ’ s Chance grew to

ser ve more rider s , I loved watching the impact that ou r organization was making in the lives

of so many children, parent s , and volunteer s . 

     Shor t ly after the p rogram began in 2 0 1 2 , I enlis ted in the Coas t Guard and left Sou thern

California . I ser ved in Florida on a 2 1 0 ’ ship doing dr ug and migrant interdiction in the

Caribbean, went through helicop ter rescue s wimmer t raining in Nor th Carolina, and operated

facilities in New Or leans . I loved my time in the Coas t Guard and it gave me many skills and

as set s , mos t impor tant ly my amazing wife, Lindy . 

     After separating from the Coas t Guard, I moved to Michigan to be with her and at tend the

Univer sit y of Michigan . I graduated in Ap ril with my degree in economics and bu sines s

ent rep reneu r ship . Shor t ly after graduating, Lindy and I moved back to Sou thern California . 

     I am so excited to join this phenomenal organization . Ou r board, s taff, volunteer s , parent s ,

donor s , and s ponsor s are a fantas tic communit y that I am thril led to join to ser ve ou r rider s . I

am p roud to p lay an impor tant role in Tara ’ s Chance to impact ou r rider s , s taff, and

volunteer s . I look for ward to get ting to know the Tara ’ s Chance communit y bet ter and

continuing the s t rong relationship s we have as an organization . As the execu tive director I wil l

lead Tara ’ s Chance to the bes t of my abilit y and help u s as an organization to grow . My top

p riorit y is to help Tara ’ s Chance navigate COVID- 1 9 and ser ve ou r rider s in the safes t way

pos sible at the soones t time pos sible . Cu r rent ly , we don ’ t know when we can ride bu t I can

as s u re you I am working diligent ly to accomp lish this and I wil l notify ou r communit y as soon

as we have es tablished a re-opening p roces s .

 GREETINGS  FROM  OUR  NEW  EXECUTIVE

                DIRECTOR  MATT  HOWELLS

We arel looking for a name for our new Tara's Chance quarterly newsletter!  Use

your boundless creativity and submit your ideas for topics and/or a name, to our

newsletter editor,  board member Miriam Everette at office@taraschance.org

There just may be a prize for the winner! 

J U L Y  2 0 2 0



A l t h o u g h  i t  s e e m s  a s  i f  i t ’ s  a n  e n d  t o  a n  e n o r m o u s  p a r t  o f  m y  l i f e ,

p a s s i n g  o f f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  b a t o n  t o  M a t t  H o w e l l s  i s  a  v e r y

e x c i t i n g  t i m e  f o r  m e .   I  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s  w i t h  T a r a ’ s

C h a n c e ,  w o r k i n g  m y  w a y  t h r o u g h  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,

f r o m  v o l u n t e e r ,  i n s t r u c t o r ,  B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t  t o  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r .   

I  h a v e  n o  p l a n s  o f  g o i n g  a n y w h e r e  b u t  n o w  g e t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  m y  f i r s t

l o v e . . . . . h e l p i n g  o u r  r i d e r s  d i r e c t l y .  

M a n y  o f  m y  g o a l s  f o r  T a r a ’ s  C h a n c e  w e r e  m e t  a n d  s o m e  a r e  s t i l l  i n

t h e  p r o c e s s .   U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  o t h e r s  w e r e  r e c e n t l y  p u t  o n  h o l d  a n d

c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  c h a n g e  w i t h  a  f r e s h  n e w  a p p r o a c h .  I  t r u l y  b e l i e v e  M a t t

h a s  t h e  f i r e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e s e  s a m e  g o a l s  a n d  g o a l s  o f  h i s  o w n ,  s o

t h a t  w e  c a n  b e t t e r  s e r v e  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  s p e c i a l  n e e d s

c o m m u n i t y .  I ’ m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a s s i s t i n g  a n d  w a t c h i n g  h i m  t a k e

t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .  I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  M a t t  w i l l  e x c e l

a n d  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  t o  h a v e  f o u n d  a n  a m a z i n g  r e p l a c e m e n t  w i t h

b o u n d l e s s  p a s s i o n  f o r  o u r  c a u s e .  

New state local guidelines will determine if our annual gala will be virtual, live, or a little of

both, but be sure to mark your calendars for 

 October 3, 2020

A FEW WORDS FROM AMY...
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The ex tent to which COVID- 1 9 has been able to alter ever y area of life has been

unbelievable . This being considered, I was incredibly p rivileged to be able to

accompany Cindy , Riley , and Ryan Jr . to visit some of ou r rider s at their homes .

One thing I have been mis sing more than any thing is being able to work with all of

Tara ’ s Chance ’ s delightfu l rider s . I was also so gratefu l to be able to talk to the

parent s I saw since I have been cons tant ly wondering how ever yone has been doing .

Being met by all the excited faces as the hor ses ar rived at each s top was an

ins u rmountable joy . Smiles like those have been a rare commodit y since the

q uarantine order s have been is s ued . Seeing the kids greet the hor ses , and u s , so

warmly filled my hear t comp letely ! I' ve mis sed them all so much and absolu tely

adore that Cindy decided to under take the task of bringing the hor ses to the

Tara ’ s Chance families . This ex perience has given me something t r u ly beau tifu l to

reflect on in these s t range times . I know all of u s here at Tara ’ s Chance are eager ly

awaiting the day when you r children' s smiles can become a regu lar par t of ou r week

again!
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STAFFER SPOTLIGHT 
with Mimi Woodr uff

. . . a sect ion for key peop le in our organizat ion to communicate . . .



#StopTheSpread

Even Though
WE'RE APART

You're in
MY HEART

     BOARD BITS FROM PRESIDENT LOUISE HERNANDEZ 

Ou r Execu tive Director , Amy Davis , has hung u p her "Ou t of the Office" sign and has

moved on to other exciting advent u res with Tara ’ s Chance .  As Board President , I

wil l mis s ou r communications regarding adminis t ration and can ’ t thank her enough for

her dedication to ser ving ou r s pecial needs communit y .  I am ver y p leased to

welcome and int roduce Amy ’ s rep lacement , Mat t Howells .  Mat t comes to u s with an

ex t remely imp res sive res ume and has already jumped in with both feet to as s ume the

du ties of Execu tive Director . All is well at the Ranch .  

We continue to abide by the guidelines of the State of California and Orange Count y

regarding Covid- 1 9 .  Decisions abou t re-opening can only be made with ou r heads

and not ou r hear t s .  We take ou r riding p rogram ver y seriou s ly .  On behalf of the

member s of the board-Carol Geisbauer , Miriam Everet te, Lar r y Hou ser , Judy

Met zger and Les lie Sor rells - we look for ward to seeing you when we receive the

green light to reopen the barn door s .  



Support Tara's Chance 

this Fourth of July!
In the market for safe & sane fireworks this holiday? 

Please consider purchasing them from Tara's Chance and support our mission at the same time!

Tara's Chance was one of (15) non-profit organizations to be awarded a firework stand in the City of Fullerton.

Get the posse together, saddle up and head on over!



Having a child with s pecial needs can be a challenge - factor in COVID1 9 , weekly zoom

meetings , taking over ou r children' s educational, s peech, and phy sical therap y fu l l time .

Any break wou ld be much ap p reciated . Ou r son Jean-Luc has a rare genetic condition

called Prader -Willi s yndrome marked in par t by low mu scle tone and s peech delay . We

had heard of eq uine therap y before bu t had no idea what a difference it wou ld make in

ou r family " s lives . Jean-Luc s tar ted with Tara ’ s Chance in 2 0 1 9 . After ju s t t wo months ,

we saw dramatic imp rovement s in s t rength and balance, and his s peech began growing

s teadily , talking abou t his hor se Riley , became his new favorite s ubject . As if any

parent cou ld ask for more, there was the talented and caring s taff . Du ring the

shu tdown, while we found ou r selves mis sing the pool, parks , and favorite res tau rant s (I

can' t wait to eat a whole char t reu se p late at Let it Brie ) , it was JL' s weekly rides , and

seeing ou r friends at Tara ’ s is what we have mis sed mos t . Thankfu l ly Cindy and her

team are rocks tar s and s u r p rised u s by bringing a wagon of hap p y hor ses and friends

to u s - t wice! Ou r lit t le s t reet in Fu l ler ton was q uite the hubbub of activit y and fun!

Pet ting and feeding ou r favorite hor ses at home, on ou r ver y own s t reet was p u re joy . 

 We are forever gratefu l to Tara' s Chance for the genuine care and love of their

calling . We can ’ t wait to du s t this year off and s tar t riding again .

A Special Visit

Sarah, Jean-Luc, and James Eakins
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Tara ’ s Chance was honored in May to be selected as a wor thy

organization to par tner  with Broadway Knight s in a series of FREE

Facebook live benefit concer t s . The Giddy Up Zoom concer t s feat u ring

ar tis t s from all over the United States and as far away as Au s t ralia,

p rovided great enter tainment and a much needed break from Netflix

while sheltering in p lace . A big shou t ou t and thanks to Rob Kr ueger and

Amy Melendrez and all the amazing ar tis t s for sharing you r talent s from

you r homes in s u p por t of ou r mis sion at Tara ’ s Chance . 

Broadway Knight s is a p rofes sional organization s pecializing in

p roducing the fines t Broadway enter tainment in Orange Count y . 


